
Table 9-5 Mandatory Prohibitions and Water Use Restrictions for City of Fresno Water Shortage  
Contingency Plan (DWR Table 26) 

 
 
Stage 

Water Use 
Reduction 

Goal 

 
City Actions/ Additional Restrictions and Prohibitions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10% 

The City of Fresno Shall: 
• Initiate a public information program/ media campaign to: 

- Notify all customers of the water shortage and the need to 
conserve water 

- Mail information to every customer explaining the 
importance of significant water use reductions 

- Provide practical information to customers on ways to 
improve water use efficiency  

- Publicize and expand the toilet retrofit and other efficiency  
programs 

• Request customers to voluntarily reduce their water use by 10% 
• Increase its water waste patrols to enforce the provisions of the 

Fresno Municipal Code Section 6-520 Wastage of Water 
 
 
 
 
2 

 
 
 
 

25% 

The City of Fresno Shall: 
• Intensify its public information program and media campaign 
• Further increase water waste patrols 
• Adopt additional ordinances to : 

- Limit summer outdoor irrigation  to 2 days/ week with 
reduced watering times [or allow only irrigation of trees and 
shrubs, but not turf] 

- Prohibit winter outdoor irrigation 
- Allow car washing with bucket only (a hose equipped with 

a shut-off nozzle may be used for a quick rinse) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

35% 

The City of Fresno Shall: 
• Continue its intensified public information program and media 

campaign 
• Intensify its leak detection program 
• Adopt additional ordinances to: 

- Limit summer outdoor irrigation to 1 day/ week with 
reduced watering times [or allow only irrigation of trees and 
shrubs, but not turf] 

- Prohibit winter outdoor irrigation 
- Allow car washing with bucket only (a hose with a shut-off 

nozzle may be used for a quick rinse) 
• Implement Stage 3 water consumption allocations for all customers 

(see Table 9-8) 
• Not issue building permits or install meters for new accounts which 

had not received building permits before the water shortage 
emergency declaration [or continue to allow building permits, but 
do not allow new landscaping to be installed] 

Excerpt from: 
Urban Water Plan,  
Chapter 9 Water Shortage Contingency Plan  
www.fresnowater.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

50% 

The City of Fresno Shall: 
• Continue its intensified public information and media campaign 
• Adopt additional ordinances to: 

- Prohibit all outdoor irrigation  
- No restaurant, hotel, café, cafeteria or other public place 

where food is sold, served, or offered for sale, shall serve 
drinking water to any customer unless expressly requested 

- Prohibit use of potable water to clean, fill or maintain 
decorative fountains, lakes or ponds unless such water is 
reclaimed 

- Prohibit use of potable water for construction, compaction, 
dust control, street or parking lot sweeping, building wash 
down where non-potable or recycled water is sufficient 

- Prohibit use of potable water for sewer system maintenance 
or fire protection training without prior approval by the City 
Manager 

- Prohibit use of potable water to wash sidewalks, walkways, 
driveways, parking lots, open ground or other hard surfaced 
areas except where necessary for public health or safety 

- Prohibit allowing potable water to escape from breaks 
within the customer’s plumbing system for more than 
twenty-four (24) hours after the customer is notified or 
discovers the break 

- Prohibit washing cars, boats, trailers, aircraft, or other 
vehicles except to wash such vehicles at commercial or fleet 
washing facilities using water recycling equipment 

- Require covers for swimming pools when not in use 
- Prohibit use of outdoor misters 

• Implement Stage 4 water consumption allocations for all customers 
(see Table 9-8) 

 


